DOCTRINE  OF  NECESSITY  ACCORDING  TO  MARX
would not exist. Nothing that exists can ever be un-
necessary ; for its being necessary means that it has
been brought about by a cause, and the most unreason-
able and the most injurious actions and measures do not
exist without a cause. But what is or seems expedient
or reasonable can well lose this quality which depends
on changing circumstances and on our judgment which
changes with them.
A few examples will make the equivocation per-
fectly clear. Discussing the idea of the state in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Cunow says:
" Economic development in England in the eighteenth
century had the most urgent need of free individuals
with a strong personality who went their way un-
hampered by superfluous tutelage on the part of the
public authorities and employed their daring and their
efficiency to increase British wealth and British com-
mercial predominance ".
What is the meaning of the " economic development
in England needing such men '* ? Do other nations not
need strong personalities ? Yet do they appear when-
ever they are needed ?
" England needed these strong men" means in
reality that these men appeared and furthered English
wealth and domination. If they had not been born and
had not been able to act, Britain would not have be-
come as rich and predominant in the world. It is that
same " hysteron proteron " which Marx ridiculed in the
German Ideology. " England had a liberal constitution
because it needed strong personalities to develop and
further "its commercial predominance " is a teleological
conclusion ex post, whereas the truth is that because
England had a free constitution, the strong personalities
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